






MINUTES FROM THE SEPTEMBER 7,  2010 REGULAR BOARD MEETING


The meeting of the Itasca County Soil & Water Conservation District was held in the ICSWCD Conference Room, Grand Rapids, Minnesota, September 7, 2010

The meeting was called to order by Chair, Isaacs at 9: 00 a.m.  

Members Present: Chair, Charles Isaacs
		       Vice Chair, Ted Lovdahl
       Treasurer, Donald C. Simons
                      	       Reporter, Darrell Lauber

Members Absent:  Secretary, Terry Tillotson	
  
Others Present:      District Manager- Jim Gustafson
       Office Administrator- Kathleen Loucks		
                               Wetland Specialist- Matthew Johnson
		       Forestry/Shoreland Specialist – Andy Arens
		       NRCS District Conservationist, Mike Oja	       
		       	       	      	   	        		       
The Pledge of Allegiance took place.

Agenda - Motion by Lovdahl, second by Simons to approve the agenda with the additions under Treasurer’s Report a.) Bigfork River Board, b.) Receipts for Employees. Addition under Cost Share/Special Projects a.) City of Nashwauk Abandoned Well Sealing Application. Addition under Administration h.) FYI Heads Up, i.) Education Committee Conference Call. Addition under Water Plan b.) Deer/Pokegama Diag. Study. Oja requested to have NRCS items moved up on the agenda.  Affirmative, All.  Motion carried. 

Minutes- Motion by Lovdahl, second by Lauber to approve the minutes from the Regular Board meeting of August 3, 2010.  Affirmative, All. Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report –  Simons reported that he would like time sheets after the Wadena meeting on September 24. A motion by Simons, second by Lauber to approve the Treasurer’s report. Affirmative. All. Motion carried.

a.) Bigfork River Board- A motion by Simons, second by Lovdahl to approve the $250 donation to the Bigfork River Board. Affirmative, All. Motion carried.
b.) Receipts for Employees- Simons addressed the staff stating he will not tolerate receipts for purchases not being turned in. After charging turn them in to the Office Administrator. He does not want to have to take it out of employee checks. 
CSP Update  Oja reported the Conservation Stewardship Program is wrapping up the 2nd sign-up with 50 contracts to date. Funding over five years for all contracts is over half million dollars. The NRCS has used the MN State Forest Stewardship data base to help attain the over half million dollars in CSP contracts.  

September 22, LWG, EQIP  Oja reported the Local Work Group for EQIP meeting is scheduled for September 22, 2010 from 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 


WETLANDS

Richard Cory ATF WRP  Simons and Lauber did a site review on the Richard Cory property for the restoration of an access road. Cory’s are asking if the Board can table the application until they decide on what they would like to do for restoration. Some options are:  a site specific replacement plan and TAC has concerns of a new wetland on site and would like to see the removal of a segment of access road and moving it. 

Brink Wetland Bank Phase II SW Tracks   The Brinks are moving forward with the second portion of their wetland bank project. The Brinks and the Natural Gas Pipeline Company need to come to an agreement on how to treat the area of the easement within the area of the patty. BWSR stated the easement area is not eligible for wetland banking credits. BWSR and the Pipeline Company have come to an agreement in order for the Brinks to be eligible for up to     75 % credit on the easement area. Johnson reported the Brinks have a bank application where part A was approved about a year ago by the SWCD Board and part B needs to be approved before they can start. A motion by Lovdahl, second by Lauber to approve part B of the application with the condition that the consent and subordination agreement be signed by both parties. Affirmative, All. Motion carried.

SEH Proposal for Delineation Work SEH is asking the SWCD to do some small scale delineation work over the next couple of years for them. A motion by Simons, second by Lovdahl to approve the SWCD providing SEH with some delineation work using the SWCD fee schedule. Affirmative, All. Motion carried.

COST-SHARE/SPECIAL PROJECTS

City of Nashwauk The city of Nashwauk has an old pump house and decided to construct a new building over the old pump house. Once the old building was removed they came across a 10’ wide by 117’deep old well shaft. The City of Nashwauk is asking for cost-share assistance to seal the well from the SWCD. The City is also planning to apply for $10,000 of cost share funding from the “Minnesota Department of Health”.  A motion by Lovdahl, second by Simons to approve BWSR funded cost-share payment of $ 4,042.37 (balance of FY2010 contract), or any lesser amount to bring the combined MDH/BSWR (or any other state or federal source) cost share payment to 75% of total actual costs. Affirmative, All. Motion carried.

WATER  PLAN

Jessie TMDL Update  Jessie Lake TMDL is still going through approval process with very little negative comments. It is currently at PCA for review then the public comment period should start in October or November with a public meeting to be held at the Bowstring town hall. The project should be wrapped up the end of this year. 

Deer/Pokegama Diagnostic Study CWP   Currently, the grant is behind schedule due to the lead grant professor is over committed on other things. The other professor that is the principle investigator has limited input. The workload is all falling on the SWCD Water Specialist. The SWCD did not want to be the lead, but to support the project and fill in where needed. The equipment that was ordered now needs to be installed and installers need to have knowledge on how to do it. More equipment will be needed and some will be made. 
There is still two years to collect data as the end date for the grant is June 30, 2013.  

FORESTRY/SHORELAND

ADMINISTRATION

Fair Report The SWCD Fair Booth was well visited this year, 90 Tree Sale Brochures were taken by people interested in the program. The fish tank still needs some work as to finding a way to keep the fish living longer. 

MCIT Dividend Notice for 2010 The 2010 Dividend is $2,471

BWSR Academy Training A motion by Simons, second by Lovdahl to approve staff to attend the BWSR Academy Training October 26-28 at Breezy Point. Affirmative, All. Motion carried.

MCIT Risk Assessment Workshop  Supervisors Simons, Lovdahl and Lauber, staff Gustafson and Loucks will attend the MCIT Risk Assessment training on September 29 at the Sawmill Inn. 

Conservation Tour The SWCD District tour will be September 27, 2010 starting at 9:00 a.m.

FYI Heads Up Arens announced he will be relocating sometime in the next six months.

Education Committee Conference Call  A motion by Lauber, second by Lovdahl to approve Loucks to participate in the conference call for the State Education Committee from her home as the District Conference room will not be available on that date. Affirmative, All. Motion carried.

Next meeting date is Tuesday, October 5, 2010 at 9:00 a.m. 

A motion by Lauber, second by Lovdahl, to Adjourn at 10:35 a.m.  Affirmative, All. Motion carried.





_____________________________________
Secretary
