MINUTES FROM THE OCTOBER 5, 2010 REGULAR BOARD MEETING

The meeting of the Itasca County Soil & Water Conservation District was held in the ICSWCD Conference Room, Grand Rapids, Minnesota, October 5, 2010

The meeting was called to order by Vice Chair, Lovdahl at 9: 00 a.m.  

Members Present: Chair, Charles Isaacs



       Vice Chair, Ted Lovdahl

       Treasurer, Donald C. Simons

                      
       Reporter, Darrell Lauber



       Secretary, Terry Tillotson

Members Absent:  


Others Present:      District Manager- Jim Gustafson

       Office Administrator- Kathleen Loucks



                               Wetland Specialist- Matthew Johnson



       Forestry/Shoreland Specialist – Andy Arens



       Lakes Specialist- Noel Griese



       Representative of Mr. Richard Cory- Daughter, Mrs. Donna Kazen
       

The Pledge of Allegiance took place.

Chair Isaacs arrived at 9:02 a.m.

Agenda - Motion by Lovdahl, second by Tillotson to approve the agenda with the additions under Treasurer’s Report to move up Audit from Administration. The addition of meals at Convention and JPB under Administration, addition under Cost Share a.) Stettler Cost/Share Rip Rap, and the addition under Forestry a.) Sale Customer Mailing Promotion.  Affirmative, All.  Motion carried. 

Minutes- Motion by Lauber, second by Lovdahl to approve the minutes from the Regular Board meeting of September 7, 2010.  Affirmative, All. Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report –  Simons reported all bills payable and paid are in order. A motion by Simons, second by Terry to approve the Treasurer’s report. Affirmative. All. Motion carried.

A motion by Simons, second by Tillotson  to secure Hugh Heinecke, CPA to complete the Year-end and Audit for 2010. Affirmative, All. Motion carried.
WETLANDS

Richard Cory ATF WRP  A wetland replacement plan from the Cory’s for the after-the–fact was presented to the Board for wetland impacts of 7,350 sq. ft. This application asks to mitigate for the foot print of the road 368 feet long by 20 ft wide for a total of 7,350 sq. ft. and mitigating at a 3:1 ratio by creating wetland adjacent to the wetland boundary as it sits on the property.   Mrs. Donna Kazen asked the Itasca SWCD Board to leave it alone and ignore the wetland impact. There was discussion on the project and the Itasca SWCD Board explained to Mrs. Kazen that they cannot ignore the law. The applicants stated they no longer plan to relocate the road as was discussed during the TAC meeting by the TAC and Steve Cory.  Mrs. Kazen also stated that they do not plan to restore the area, nor do they plan to follow through with the replacement plan application as presented. She also stated “if you [the Board] approve the application why even prolong it, we’re not going to do it he [Mr. Cory] does not have the money to do the ATF-WRP.”   A motion by Tillotson, second by Lovdahl to deny the After-the-Fact Wetland Replacement Plan. Affirmative, All. Motion carried.

COST-SHARE/SPECIAL PROJECTS

Stettler Rip Rap  A motion by Lovdahl, second by Simons to approve the Stettler Rip Rap project on Sand Lake. Cost-share not to exceed $3500 or 50% of total eligible costs whichever is less. Affirmative, All. Motion carried. 
WATER  PLAN

Deer/Pokegama Diagnostic Study CWP   The project is moving forward with a goal of getting all the equipment installed with everything up and running in the spring of 2011. ICC has hired a lab technician and he will be very beneficial to the project. 

SWAG Updates  The first SWAG grant is wrapping up with the samples going through the ICC lab. Grant will end June 2011. Reporting will be completed into the fall. 
The BigFork River SWAG went well this year. There is another Request for Proposal for another round of SWAG it will be due November 5, 2010.
FORESTRY/SHORELAND

Sale Customer Mailing Promotion-  A motion by Tillotson, second by Lovdahl to approve a customer discount of 5% for the Native Tree and Plant Sale ending December 1, 2010. Affirmative, All. Motion carried.
ADMINISTRATION

Storage Unit Rental Renewal   A motion by Lovdahl, second by Simons to approve the storage unit rental fee of $360 for six months. Affirmative, All. Motion carried.
Wetland Delineator Certification Renewal Gustafson/Johnson $75 ea.  A motion by Simons, second by Lovdahl to approve Gustafson/Johnson for Wetland Delineator Certification Renewal. Affirmative, All. Motion carried.
Convention 2010 Registration, Crowne Plaza, St. Paul, Dec 5, 6, 7  A motion by Simons, second by Lovdahl to approve Isaacs, Lovdahl, Simons, Lauber, Loucks, and Gustafson to attend the Convention in December with cutting back on Banquet meals. Approved Banquet meal will be Conservation Luncheon for all. Lovdahl will attend the Closing Banquet. Loucks and Mrs. Isaacs will make fudge for the convention auction items.  Affirmative, All. Motion carried.
Resolutions Meeting The resolutions meeting will be held October 14, 2010 at 6:30 p.m.

MASWCD North Central Area VIII Report  There was a review of the tour and meeting held in Wadena on September 23 and 24 by all who attended.

Explorer Tires  A motion by Simons, second by Tillotson to approve the purchase of new tires for the Ford Explorer. Affirmative, All. Motion carried.

JPB  There is no engineer hired at this time there will be another round of applicants soon. 
Next meeting date is Wednesday, November 3, 2010 at 9:00 a.m. 

A motion by Tillotson, second by Lauber, to Adjourn at 10:45 a.m.  Affirmative, All. Motion carried.

_____________________________________

Secretary
