










MINUTES FROM THE NOVEMBER 1, 2011 REGULAR BOARD MEETING


The meeting of the Itasca County Soil & Water Conservation District was held in the ICSWCD Conference Room, Grand Rapids, Minnesota, November 1, 2011

The meeting was called to order by Chair, Isaacs at 9: 00 a.m.

Members Present:  Chair, Chuck Isaacs
                               Treasurer, Donald C. Simons
		       Secretary, Terry Tillotson                               
		       Reporter, Darrell Lauber
Members Absent:  Vice Chair, Ted Lovdahl  
Others Present:      District Manager- Jim Gustafson
       Office Administrator- Kathleen Loucks		
                               Lakes Specialist – Noel Griese
                               Resource Technician- Matthew Johnson
		       Resource Technician – Andy Arens		       
                               NRCS DC- Marge Sella                                         
                           		       	       	      	   	        		       
The Pledge of Allegiance took place.

Agenda: Motion by Simons, second by Tillotson to approve the agenda with additions under Administration: Leave for Gustafson,  Addition under Wetlands: AG for Waterfowl, Brink Phase II Wetland Bank, Nueman Violation, Peck Violation, and Dick Violation, Addition under Treasurer’s Report: Hugh Heinecke, CPA.

Minutes: Motion by Lauber, second by Simons to approve the minutes from the Regular Board meeting of October 4, 2011.  Affirmative, All. Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report: Simons reported all bills payable are in order for payment and the quote of $1,200 was accepted by Heinecke, CPA for doing the year-end report. A motion by Simons, second by Tillotson to approve the Treasurer’s Report.   Affirmative, All. Motion carried.

WETLANDS

Kongsjord WRP:  The application was submitted and the comment period closes on 11-2-11. It has not had its full time to close out and the TAC has a couple of things the applicant has not addressed at this time. This application is for Lloyd’s Landscaping in Marcell. They are looking to expand their landscaping business by adding a greenhouse and a retail showroom space. The wetland impact will be 1,408 sq.ft. and they will replace through the wetland bank 28x36 for the greenhouse and 20x20 for the showroom. Concerns by TAC were erosion control measurers during and post construction and a question of working in the road right-of-way. A motion by Lauber, second by Simons so approve the Kongsjord Wetland Replacement Plan with conditions that they meet the erosion control measurers set by the TAC and with no comments received until the close of business on 11-2-11. Affirmative, All. Motion carried.

AG for Waterfowl:  The AG for Waterfowl construction on the first phase is complete and the credits will be coming shortly. 

Brink Phase II Wetland Bank: Construction will be completed later this week with credits to follow.

Nueman Violation:  This is a violation on Little Turtle Lake with 2,200 sq. ft. of violation. The landowner and contractor claim there were existing impacts on the property. That was verified with BWSR so the impact has been reduced to 1,300, all violations are being restored and an application for an exemption is in place. 

Peck Violation: There is an active Restoration Order in place for this violation for excavation. Peck will restore violation back to wildlife habitat. In early summer the restore by date on the restoration order was extended to October 1, 2011. No work has been done by that extended date. Currently, a deed restriction has been placed on the property by enforcement. There is a for sale sign on the property.

Dick Violation:  This is a small violation of about 1000 sq. ft. by the Mishawaka Boat landing on Pokegama and it has been restored.  

COST SHARE/SPECIAL PROJECTS

2012 Tree Sale Update: The 2012 Tree Sale Brochure has been printed. New for this year is adding low bush blueberries to the inventory. Prices have been increased for the wildflowers and grasses/sedges. An early order of 10% will be offered until December 1 with using a limited mailing list just to cover the expenses for this year. 

WATER PLAN

Water Plan Update Public Meeting Oct 18:  A public meeting was held in Marcell at the Family Center on October 18 from 6-8 p.m. to update the Itasca County Comprehensive Water Plan. About five community members were present along with a dozen WPIC members. The next WPIC meeting will be held in December.  

FORESTRY/SHORELAND 
 
Rosholt MASWCD Outstanding Forest Stewardship Award:  The Rosholt’s have turned down the District’s offer of mileage reimbursement and lodging for receiving the Forest Stewardship Award at the State MASWCD Convention. 

Littlefork Headwaters Stewardship Plan Writing Contract:   Art Norton Consulting and Koochiching SWCD acquired a Minnesota Forestry Resources Council Grant and they are focusing on Littlefork Headwaters Watershed. The plan is to get some Forest Stewardship Plans written and Forest Stewardship Planning Implementation done. Also there will be more adjoining property collaboration. That would mean contact with adjoining landowners to make cross property boundary collaboration. The year and half contract date would go through June 30, 2013 for the District to write Stewardship Plans that fall in the two townships in the Littlefork Watershed in our County. There is an estimate of 2-3 plans being completed during this contract time. The rate for these plans is $250 up front with $6.50/ac. A motion by Tillotson, second by Simons to approve the Littlefork Headwaters Stewardship Plan Writing Contract. Affirmative, All. Motion carried.

 ADMINISTRATION  

BWSR Academy Review:  The staff gave a review on the BWSR Academy. It was well done. 

Loucks Annual Leave Dec. 8 & 9:  A motion by Tillotson, second by Lauber to approve Annual Leave for Loucks December 8 & 9. Affirmative, All. Motion carried.

MACDE Membership Dues: A motion by Simons, second by Tillotson to approve the $20 membership dues for the MACDE for each staff. Affirmative, All. Motion carried.

AgBMP Loan Program:  The American Bank will not be renewing the contract for the AgBMP Low Interest Septic Loan Program effective November 1, 2011. Only one loan was written this year. 

LCCMR Sensitive Shoreline Grant:  At the September board meeting the Board of Supervisors approved certification for receiving the grant funds for the LCCMR Sensitive Shoreline Grant. The DNR reviewed the minutes from that meeting pertaining to the LCCMR grant and found the motion insufficient for their records. A new Grantee Resolution in a format approved by the DNR was reviewed by the District Board and accepted. A motion by Lauber, second by Simons to accept the new Grantee Resolution in the format recommended by the DNR. Affirmative, All. Motion carried. (See Attachment) 

Annual Leave Gustafson 11- 4 & 7: A motion by Tillotson, second by Simons to approve annual leave for Gustafson on November 4 & 7. Affirmative, All. Motion carried.

Next meeting date is Friday, December 2, 2011 at 9:00 a.m. 

A motion by Tillotson, second by Simons, to Adjourn at 9:35 a.m.  Affirmative, All. Motion carried.





                                    _____________________________________

					Terry Tillotson, Secretary








STATE OF MINNESOTA
GRANT AGREEMENT
Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund

This grant agreement is between the State of Minnesota, acting through its Commissioner of Natural Resources ("State") and Itasca County Soil and Water Conservation District, 1889 E Highway 2, Grand Rapids, MN 55744 ("Grantee").


Grantee Resolution

BE IT RESOLVED that the Itasca County Soil and Water Conservation District act as legal sponsor for the project contained in MN Laws 2011, 1st Special Session, Chapter 2, Article 3, Section 2, Subd. 5(a) Itasca County Sensitive Lakeshore Identification. $80,000 the first year and $80,000 the second year are from the trust fund to the commissioner of natural resources for an agreement with Itasca County Soil and Water Conservation District to identify sensitive lakeshore and restorable shoreline in Itasca County and as provided in Minnesota Statutes, section84.026.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Itasca County Soil and Water Conservation District through this grant has the financial capability to ensure adequate completion of the project as detailed in the Work Program and certifies that it will comply with all applicable laws and regulations as stated in the grant agreement. 


NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that James Gustafson, Itasca SWCD District Manager, or his successor, is hereby authorized to execute such agreements as are necessary to implement the project on behalf of the recipient.






Grantee Resolution was adopted by majority vote: Ayes: Lauber, Tillotson, Simons, Isaacs
Nays: None  Absent:  Lovdahl



 



Charles Isaacs                                                                             Date
Chairman
 Itasca SWCD Board of Supervisors


