MINUTES FROM THE DECEMBER 1, 2010 REGULAR BOARD MEETING

The meeting of the Itasca County Soil & Water Conservation District was held in the ICSWCD Conference Room, Grand Rapids, Minnesota, December 1, 2010

The meeting was called to order by Chair, Isaacs at 9: 00 a.m.  

Members Present: Chair, Charles Isaacs



       Vice Chair, Ted Lovdahl

       Treasurer, Donald C. Simons

                      
       Reporter, Darrell Lauber



       Secretary, Terry Tillotson


Others Present:      District Manager- Jim Gustafson

       Office Administrator- Kathleen Loucks



                               Wetland Specialist- Matthew Johnson



       Forestry/Shoreland Specialist – Andy Arens



       Lakes Specialist- Noel Griese



       Commissioner Elect- Davin Tinquist

       
       

The Pledge of Allegiance took place.

Agenda - Motion by Lovdahl, second by Tillotson to approve the agenda with an addition under Forestry, a.) Rich Kuehne. Affirmative, All.  Motion carried. 

Minutes- Motion by Lauber, second by Tillotson to approve the minutes from the Regular Board meeting of November 3, 2010.  Affirmative, All. Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report –  Simons reported all bills payable and paid are in order. Timesheets are due by December 20th and year-end bills will be taken care of on the 28th of December. A motion by Simons, second by Lovdahl to approve the Treasurer’s Report. Affirmative. All. Motion carried.

WETLANDS

Brink Bank Phase II   This is the second phase of the Brink Banking project. They plan to revise the project from the approved plan by enrolling only half of the proposed area now and the other half at some point in the future. The TEP is supporting this change.
Westerman There was discussion on a violation on Dunbar Lake. Landowner applied for Shoreland Permit, which is when the violation was discovered from a previous landowner. There is an impact area around the house and a fill path to his dock. Through discussions with the landowner and enforcement the area in the yard is an older issue than enforcement can enforce. There is a restoration order for 600 sq. feet to his dock. 
Wersal Nashwauk Violation This is a violation in the Nashwauk area with a city lot prepared for a house. A drainage wetland crossed through the center. More information will follow in the spring. A restoration order was issued. Since being issued the area of impact was found to be smaller than thought. Both the landowner and the contactor seem to be committed to resolving the matter.
Peck Deer River Violation  A restoration order will be issued directing the Pecks to be in compliance with the wildlife habitat exemption which limits his total disturbance area to a half acre or less. The depth of the water excavation is too deep and DNR waters and other officials agreed that some of the fill taken out will need to be put back in to reduce the depth of water. 
Exemption to Enbridge Oil Company  Private landowner has 40 acres of mature Ash and needs to cross over pipes owned by Enbridge to harvest the timber on his land. Enbridge will build a crossing over the pipes. A Forestry Exemption was granted for fill on each side of the bridge.
COST-SHARE/SPECIAL PROJECTS

WATER  PLAN

Canisteo Pit there was a slideshow of the Canisteo Mine Pit issues. 
Jessie Lake TMDL   Wenck was to present on the TMDL on November 22, 2010 at the Bowstring Town hall at 6:00 p.m. The presenter could not get to the meeting in time and had to do the presentation by cell phone. Isaacs attended this meeting along with some SWCD staff.  A Wenck recommendation is to pump bottom water to surface, pump oxygen to bottom or Alum treatment. The District recommends septic upgrades and continue to monitor and move forward with implementation plan.  The TMDL Study once approved should wrap up by December or January. More funding will be available after the TMDL is approved. 

Deer /Pokegama Diag. Study CWP  All ground water equipment has been installed. The ICC Lab Manager will be able to assist with the grant now and free up some time for the SWCD. There will be some minor lake and stream monitoring through the ice this winter. Training for volunteers will start in March or April.
FORESTRY/SHORELAND

Rich Kuehne  The 40 acre Rich Kuehne Forest Stewardship Plan was submitted to the SWCD Board. 
ADMINISTRATION

Christmas Party  The SWCD staff invited the Supervisors to join them for a Christmas dinner at Savoy’s on the Lake, December 9th from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
Next meeting date is Tuesday, January 4, 2011 at 9:00 a.m. 

A motion by Lovdahl second by Lauber, to Adjourn at 9:42 a.m.  Affirmative, All. Motion carried.

_____________________________________

Secretary
