MINUTES FROM THE APRIL 5, 2011 REGULAR BOARD MEETING

The meeting of the Itasca County Soil & Water Conservation District was held in the ICSWCD Conference Room, Grand Rapids, Minnesota, April 5, 2011

The meeting was called to order by Chair, Isaacs at 9: 00 a.m.

Members Present:  Chair, Chuck Isaacs

                               Vice Chair, Ted Lovdahl



       Treasurer, Donald C. Simons

                               Secretary, Terry Tillotson



       Reporter, Darrell Lauber

Members Absent:  

Others Present:      District Manager- Jim Gustafson

       Office Administrator- Kathleen Loucks



                               Lakes Specialist – Noel Griese

                               Resource Technician- Matthew Johnson



       Resource Technician – Andy Arens

                               BWSR- Dan Steward

The Pledge of Allegiance took place.

Agenda -Motion by Lovdahl, second by Simons to approve the agenda with additions under Water Plan- Water Summit. Addition under Administration- Monthly Reports, Addition under Forestry/Shoreland- Rucinski Plan, Addition under Treasurer’s Report- N.E. Grassland Council and Addition of Executive Session-    Affirmative, All.  Motion carried. 

Minutes- Motion by Lovdahl, second by Tillotson to approve the minutes from the Regular Board meeting of February 1, 2011  Affirmative, All. Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report - Simons reported all bills are in order for payment. The N.E. Grassland Council Membership dues were submitted and approved. Treasurer had a question on the Visa Supervisor statement.  A motion by Simons, second by Lovdahl to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Affirmative, All. Motion carried.

WETLANDS

Pick a Date for Sturgeon Lake Site Visit There will be a site visit at the Sondergaard property on Sturgeon Lake on April 27th in the a.m., various LGUs will attend. Board member’s Tillotson and Simons will also be present. 
WATER PLAN
WPIC Meeting, April 12, 9:30 a.m. Beth Kluthe, MDH Guest Speaker  The WPIC will meet on April 12 at 9:30 a.m. with guest speaker Beth Kluthe, MDH.
Water Testing – Nitrates- MDA Fair Booth The Minnesota Department of Agriculture would like to conduct well water testing across the state this year and if the SWCD is interested we should contact them. The SWCD is very interested in having this available to the public and will conduct the water testing during the Fair from August 17 through 21, 2011.  The MDA will provide the equipment and supplies, along with a student intern to help train and partially staff the event, if needed. 
Sensitive Shoreline Grant- This Grant is still moving forward and awaiting signatures.

Deer/Pokegama CWP Update- There was a meeting with the IWLP on April 1st along with John Downing, Principle Investigator of the Deer/Pokegama CWP Grant. Mr. Downing is very supportive of the grant and has committed lots of time to the project but lately has been difficult to contact. SWCD staff Griese has been putting in lots of time on the grant and trying to keep everyone updated and involved. Sampling is underway and things will be moving forward.
Jessie Lake TMDL - The implementation phase II portion of the Jessie Lake TMDL has met local approval and it is now at the EPA for the final approval. There are several implementation project grants in the works to start taking corrective measures on the lake. The SWCD will be notified in the next couple months if the projects receive funding. 
Water Summit The Water Summit- Team Up for Clean Waters with Don Shelby as Keynote Speaker will be held on May 20 at the Itasca Community College & KAXE Rotary Tent. The IWLP is sponsoring this event. Loucks will arrive around 4:00 p.m. to do presentations with the Enviroscape Model. 
FORESTRY/SHORELAND

Gary and Arlean Rechtzigel Stewardship Plan The 80 acre Rechtizgel Forest Stewardship Plan was submitted to the Board for review.

Rucinski Stewardship Plan  The 160 acre Rucinski Forest Stewardship Plan was submitted to the Board for review.

Lauber arrived at meeting at 9:32 a.m.
  ADMINISTRATION
Envirothon Update The Envirothon will be held on April 20th at the Bemidji State Park. So far there are only 11 teams registered, which is down from last year. Fundraising for the event is going well and an update will be provided at the May meeting.

BMP Storm Water Training Arens/Johnson $75   A motion by Simons, second by Tillotson to approve the BMP Storm water training in Brainerd for Arens and Johnson. Affirmative, All. Motion carried.
Request for Leave Arens 6-24 & 6-27 through 7/1 A motion by Lovdahl, second by Tillotson to approve Leave for Arens. Affirmative, All. Motion carried.
United States District Court- MN District Jury Duty   Loucks received notice of service for the U.S. District Court Jury Duty effective September 1, 2011 to August 31, 2012.
Monthly Reports The Personnel Committee wanted an opportunity to review the monthly staff reports and ask questions. 
Dan Steward BWSR   Steward reported the top issue at the state right now is the Budget.  The way it looks is a 10 % Base Grant reduction, which is now called Conservation Delivery. The good news is the Clean Water Fund dollars are projected to increase. The General Fund: Governor’s Recommendations and Omnibus Finance Bills were reviewed. BWSR’s approach to addressing the reductions was to recognize the cornerstones of maintaining an effective agency and conservation delivery system while realizing the greatest environmental outcomes and public service. The Governor’s budget supports this approach by keeping the NRBG and SWCD Conservation Delivery Program whole. 

 Steward is now on a committee that is working to take all of all of BWSR’s grant categories and collapse them into one application.  This will help eliminate many reports and plans. 

JPB The JPB has offered the Engineering position to a gentleman from Clear Lake. He will start sometime in May. 

Executive Session  A motion by Lovdahl, second by Tillotson to adjourn into Executive Session at 10:00 a.m. Affirmative, All. Motion carried.
Next meeting date is Tuesday, April 5, 2011 at 9:00 a.m. 

A motion by Lovdahl, second by Simons, to Adjourn at 10:25 a.m.  Affirmative, All. Motion carried.

                                      _____________________________________
                                                                Secretary

