MINUTES FROM THE JULY 5, 2011 REGULAR BOARD MEETING

The meeting of the Itasca County Soil & Water Conservation District was held in the ICSWCD Conference Room, Grand Rapids, Minnesota, July 5, 2011

The meeting was called to order by Chair, Isaacs at 9: 00 a.m.

Members Present:  Chair, Chuck Isaacs

                               Vice Chair, Ted Lovdahl



       Treasurer, Donald C. Simons

                               Secretary, Terry Tillotson



       Reporter, Darrell Lauber

Members Absent:  

Others Present:      District Manager- Jim Gustafson

       Office Administrator- Kathleen Loucks



                               Lakes Specialist – Noel Griese

                               Resource Technician- Matthew Johnson



       Resource Technician – Andy Arens

       

                               NRCS District Conservationist- Mike Oja

                               Conservation Corp of Minnesota Apprentice- Charlie Hoy


       Dave Holmbeck
                              

The Pledge of Allegiance took place.

Agenda -Motion by Lovdahl, second by Tillotson to approve the agenda with additions under Wetlands: Roger Potter update, addition under Water Plan: Jessie Lake TMDL & Lake SWAG, addition under Administration: JPB, and Annual Leave for Johnson Aug. 11,12-15-19.   Affirmative, All.  Motion carried. 

Minutes- Motion by Lauber, second by Lovdahl to approve the minutes from the Regular Board meeting of June 7, 2011 with correction to CSP report was listed twice, one will be removed.  Affirmative, All. Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report - Simons reported all bills are in order for payment.  A motion by Simons,  second by Lovdahl to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Affirmative, All. Motion carried.

Simons presented a bill from Koochiching Environmental Services for the Bigfork River Board donation of $250. A motion by Lovdahl, second by Simons to approve the $250 donation. Affirmative, All. Motion carried.

Guest: 

Dave Holmbeck  Mr. Holmbeck had several questions relative to the Deer Lake diagnostic study and the 2008 Lake Sensitivity Project. The Itasca SWCD will work with Mr. Holmbeck to get his questions answered. 
WETLANDS

Itasca County Wetland Bank  A motion by Lovdahl, second by Tillotson to approve the Itasca County Wetland Bank site which is 14 acres with a completed application. Affirmative, All. Motion carried.
AG for Waterfowl Wetland Bank-  this is a bank project that the District approved between Deer River and Ball Club on the Mississippi River. There was some County owned property that they were farming and the original application was to only develop the bank sites on private property not the county property. They now have reached an agreement to develop on County property also. The project still needs some review and more information will follow.
Bill Neuman This is a violation on Little Turtle Lake with 2000 sq. ft. of impact.  An After-the-Fact Replacement Plan may be presented later. 
Roger Potter  Mr. Potter suspected he had water draining on his property from a neighbor and after the restoration order had been satisfied Mr. Potter was still not happy with the water that still ran onto his property. A solution to his problem has been resolved with a ditch across his property that will drain to the North onto another landowner’s property that has been approved.
COST SHARE/SPECIAL PROJECTS
FY 12 Obwell Contract  A motion by Lovdahl, second by Tillotson to approve the FY12 Obwell Contract. Affirmative, All. Motion carried.

WATER PLAN

Deer/Pokegama CWP All the components are up and running on Deer Lake. The precipitation equipment has been installed. The ICC students are monitoring the streams and lakes. The Pokegama lake project is behind and the precipitation equipment needs installation. With the state shutdown, the grants are allowed to continue as long as they do not need state staff to be involved with the project. Deer Lake Association would like to donate $5000 to get a student to monitor the ground water coming into the lake as they see the difficulty of getting volunteers to do the work. 
Jessie Lake TMDL and SWAG Lakes  Jessie Lake TMDL has final approval and EPA signed off on the final plan. The Itasca SWCD now has other grant sources with the approval of the TMDL. The final payment of $ 9,589.05 was received on June 30, 2011 and out of those funds Wenck will be paid $ 7310.30 at the August Board meeting. 
The Lakes SWAG ended on June 30, 2011 with a payment of $ 26,472.75 a check will be drafted to ICC for $ 21,072.75  at the August Board Meeting out of these funds. The final report was sent in last week. 

Forest Lake Update Forest Lake is still being monitored and the secchi disk readings are improving. 

Permit for Fish at Fair The permit has been obtained to have fish displayed in the aquariums at the fair. 

FORESTRY/SHORELAND 

Luverne Lewerenz FS Plan The final Forest Stewardship Plan was submitted to the Board for Luverne Lewerenz.

Forest Products Utilization and Marketing: Timber Markets 7-26-11 Cloquet $65  A motion by Tillotson, second by Lovdahl to approve Arens to attend the Forest Products Utilization and Marketing training if it is still available 7-26-11 due to the state shutdown. Cost for the training is $65.  Affirmative, All. Motion carried.
  ADMINISTRATION
District Capacity Awards There will be no District Capacity Awards this year as a new way of ranking Districts is in place.
Hydric Soils Training Cloquet Aug. 2-3 Johnson $325 A motion by Simons, second by Tillotson for discussion on the Hydrics Soils Training. The NRCS is offering an NRCS Hydric Soils training in Grand Rapids on the 19th of July with 6 hours of continued education credits for those in attendance. Johnson feels with this training he does not need to attend the Cloquet session. Motion withdrawn. 
SWCD Vehicle Identification & State Law   Supervisor Lauber asked that the SWCD vehicles have identification insignia on the doors of all SWCD vehicles. Upon checking into the laws it is required. SilverTip Graphics supplied the vinyl lettering for two vehicles and the boat for 

$ 138.51
JPB Engineer  The JPB Engineer has quit and currently there is part-time help. A proposed full-time position will be advertised this September.  
Conservation Corp of Minnesota  There was discussion on the CCM apprentices using District vehicles. Griese estimated if the Apprentices used their own vehicles it would be estimated at around 100 miles per week. A motion by Simons, second by Lauber to approve the CCM apprentices to use their own vehicles and reimbursing them at the IRS rate of 55.5/ mile on a limited basis and a report on mileage expense at the next meeting.  Affirmative, Isaacs, Simons, Lauber, and Tillotson. Nay Lovdahl. Motion carried.

Supervisor Townships There was discussion on what townships each Supervisor has in their districts. The current map is not clear and it would be nice to have something more up to date. Lauber will assist Loucks with a better map. 
MACDE Directors Meeting July 26, St.Cloud  A motion by Lovdahl, second by Tillotson to approve Loucks to attend the MACDE Directors meeting on July 26th in St. Cloud. Affirmative, All. Motion carried.

Budget Review for 2012  The SWCD Board will meet on July 27, 2011 to review the proposed budget for 2012 at 7:00 p.m. at the Itasca SWCD Board Room.

Annual Leave Johnson  A motion by Simons, second by Tillotson to approve annual leave for Johnson on August 11,12,15-19. Affirmative, All. Motion carried.
Next meeting date is Tuesday, August 2, 2011 at 9:00 a.m. 

A motion by Lovdahl, second by Tillotson, to Adjourn at 10:07 a.m.  Affirmative, All. Motion carried.

                                      _____________________________________

                                                                Secretary

