




MINUTES FROM THE JULY 6,  2010 REGULAR BOARD MEETING


The meeting of the Itasca County Soil & Water Conservation District was held in the ICSWCD Conference Room, Grand Rapids, Minnesota, July 6, 2010

The meeting was called to order by Chair, Isaacs at 9: 00 a.m.  

Members Present: Chair, Charles Isaacs
		       Vice Chair, Ted Lovdahl
       Treasurer, Donald C. Simons
                      	       Secretary, Terry Tillotson
		       Reporter, Darrell Lauber

Members Absent:  
  
Others Present:      District Manager- Jim Gustafson
       Office Administrator- Kathleen Loucks		
                               Lakes Specialist – Noel Griese
                               Wetland Specialist- Matthew Johnson
		       Forestry/Shoreland Specialist – Andy Arens
			       
		       	       	      	   	        		       
The Pledge of Allegiance took place.

Agenda -Motion by Lovdahl, second by Tillotson to approve the agenda with the addition of JPB, ICOLA, Gustafson leave, 7/7 Daw/Baloun Visits Grand Rapids SWCD/NRCS, Agricultural Education, and District Newsletter under Administration, addition of Itasca Rail and Libra Update under Wetlands, addition of LCCMR Presentation under Water Plan, addition under Cost-Share-CSP Second Sign-up Results, addition under Forestry/Shoreland- FY 2011 Stewardship Plan Writing.  Affirmative, All.  Motion carried. 

Minutes- Motion by Tillotson, second by Lauber to approve the minutes from the Regular Board meeting of June 1, 2010.  Affirmative, All. Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report –   Simon’s asked for a review of the NRBG grant for next year. This grant was cut approximately 14% over last year. Cost-Share for 2011 was cut about 16% but the District will have more flexibility on how it is spent. General Services Grant will be cut 12%.  Simons stated he will be watching interest rates for CD’s to invest money that is sitting in the savings account for short term.  A motion by Simons, second by Lovdahl to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Affirmative, All.  Motion carried.

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Receipts for the month:   Total receipts for the month of March are: $ 167,322




WETLANDS

Tom Anderson WRP-  Mr. Anderson was present at the Board meeting and he owns property on Rice Lake in Cohasset and has submitted a wetland replacement plan for  approval for a 30’ wide x 40’ deep sand fill pad at the water’s edge.  The TAC recommendation was to deny the application based on sequencing not adequately being met, they questioned the size of the pad area and avoidance options not being met. The other option would be for the Board to approve with conditions with a smaller impact. There was discussion by all on the project.   A motion by Simons, second by Lovdahl to go with the recommendations of the TAC panel and deny the application and have Mr. Anderson resubmit an  application that better addresses sequencing for the August Board Meeting. Affirmative, All. Motion carried.

Blandin Forestry/Itasca County Land Dept. Exempt  This project is for an ATV trail through mostly Blandin Land. It starts in Aitkin County and comes into Itasca County. They are looking to start constructing the trail and have submitted an Exemption Application.  A motion by Lovdahl, second by Tillotson to approve the Exemption Application as a separate application from anything in Aitkin County. Affirmative, All. Motion carried. 

Orvill Dockter No Loss  A motion by Lovdahl, second by Tillotson to approve the No Loss for Orvill Dockter to dig a pond on his property north of Deer River in a type 2 wetland. Affirmative, All. Motion carried.

Itasca Rail  Two erosion issues were discussed for the Itasca Rail at the Essar Steel Plant. No Board action required. 

Libra  Mr. Libra submitted a request for copies of any electronic, written, voice recordings, anything to do with projects on Rice Lake and Pokegama Lake since 2006 to present. There are 657 pages of documents that will be charged at .25 each. If Mr. Libra still wants the information it will be copied and he will also be charged staff time at $45/hr. approximate staff time to process the copies is 3 hours.  This information is at the office for review.

COST-SHARE/SPECIAL PROJECTS

Poster  Contest Winners  The Itasca County 1st place winner was also the North Central AreaVIII winner. Local prizes were given for 1st place at $ 25, second $15 and third at $10. Checks and a certificate will be mailed to the winners.

FY 2011 Obwell Contract  A motion by Simons, second by Tillotson to approve the FY2011 Obwell Contract for $360. Affirmative, All. Motion carried. 

CSP Oja gave an update on the second sign-up for the Conservation Stewardship Program.  There are 29 new applications and Itasca County was again the leader for applications in the Northeast corner of the state.  
The NRCS has a new state conservationist and his name is Don Baloun. He will be visiting the Itasca Field office July 7, 2011 sometime in the afternoon. 

RC&D Workshop The RC&D workshop was well attended with 45 registrations. The speakers and power point presentations were very good.  Lauber, Simons, Asplund and Oja all attended from Itasca NRCS/SWCD. 

LCCMR  Simons and Gustafson attended the LCCMR meeting in St. Paul. No County Commissioners were able to attend this meeting. The Itasca SWCD submitted project still has the opportunity for funding. 

WATER  PLAN

Fair Display, Fish Tanks  The process of obtaining a permit through the DNR for displaying fish out at the fairgrounds this year will underway soon. 

CWP Update  The Deer/Pokegama Clean Water Partnership is moving along, the funding has arrived. The work plan has been submitted and they are still looking for someone for the  Coordinator Position, $5000 will come from IWLP to fund this part-time  position.  

FORESTRY/SHORELAND

Plant Sale Update  A review was given for the 2009/2010 Native Tree and Plant Sale. There was a profit of $3,089. The SWCD will work with vendors to find larger wildflowers for next year.

Lipscy Keim Stewardship Plan   The Lipscy Keim Stewardship Plan was submitted for review by the SWCD Board. Everything was in order.

2011 Plan Writing   The Itasca SWCD will only receive 30% of the Contract amount request for Forest Stewardship Plan Writing. Requested amount will be $1600. The SWCD can still write more plans and set up a fee schedule for charging the landowner. A fee schedule will be ready for Board approval at the August meeting.
A motion by Lovdahl, second by Lauber to approve the 2011 Forest Stewardship Contract.  Affirmative, All. Motion carried. 

ADMINISTRATION

Envirothon With the cuts that BWSR has been given the State Envirothon will not be coordinated by BWSR anymore. They are looking for another organization to step in and offer to take it over. 

Rain Gauge  BWSR will not be the contact for replacement of rain gauges or information any longer. They will be making plans for a transition for someone else to take over. 
JPB The JPB engineer has resigned and he will continue to work with the JPB until they get the position filled. Beltrami SWCD will remain the host District. 

ICOLA  The ICOLA Annual Meeting will be at the Marcell Town Hall on July 21 with a potluck at 6:00 p.m. and meeting at 7:00 p.m.

Agricultural Education  Simons, Lauber, and Isaacs will attend the listening session at the North Central Resource and Outreach center on July 28 from 11:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. for input on youth education in the fields of Agriculture and Natural Resources.

Annual Leave for Gustafson  A motion by Lovdahl, second by Tillotson to approve annual leave on August 30, 31, September 1, 2, and 3 for Gustafson. Affirmative, All. Motion carried.

Next meeting date is Tuesday, August 3, 2010 at 9:00 a.m. 

A motion by Simons, second by Lovdahl, to Adjourn at 10:20 a.m.  Affirmative, All. Motion carried.




_____________________________________
Secretary



