







MINUTES FROM THE MAY 3, 2011 REGULAR BOARD MEETING


The meeting of the Itasca County Soil & Water Conservation District was held in the ICSWCD Conference Room, Grand Rapids, Minnesota, May 3, 2011

The meeting was called to order by Chair, Isaacs at 9: 00 a.m.


Members Present:  Chair, Chuck Isaacs
                               Vice Chair, Ted Lovdahl
		       Treasurer, Donald C. Simons
                               Secretary, Terry Tillotson
		       Reporter, Darrell Lauber
Members Absent:  
  
Others Present:      District Manager- Jim Gustafson
       Office Administrator- Kathleen Loucks		
                               Lakes Specialist – Noel Griese
                               Resource Technician- Matthew Johnson
		       Resource Technician – Andy Arens                              
                               
		       	       	      	   	        		       
The Pledge of Allegiance took place.

Agenda -Motion by Lovdahl, second by Tillotson to approve the agenda with additions under Water Plan- Water Summit and RAC. Addition under Administration- Executive Session, and Addition under Wetlands- Airport Pit.    Affirmative, All.  Motion carried. 

Minutes- Motion by Lovdahl, second by Tillotson to approve the minutes from the Regular Board meeting of April 5, 2011  Affirmative, All. Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report - Simons reported all bills are in order for payment.   A motion by Simons, second by Tillotson to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Affirmative, All. Motion carried.

WETLANDS

Holecek WRP  The Itasca SWCD received a Wetland Replacement Plan from Mr. Holecek on Moose Lake. He made a driveway thru a wetland with an impact of 1,398 sq. ft. and will mitigate through the wetland bank at a 1:5 ratio. There were no comments from the TAC. A motion by Lovdahl, second by Tillotson to approve the Holecek WRP.  Affirmative, All. Motion carried.

Itasca County Wetland Bank-  The County plans to develop a wetland bank of 14 acres next to the Brink site. There was TAC discussion and BWSR needs more information. More information to follow.
Airport Pit

The Itasca SWCD will accompany the DNR enforcement to review a potential wetland violation at the Hammerlund Pit on Airport Road. 

WATER PLAN

Deer/Pokegama CWP Update- The equipment needs to be installed yet and the work plan adjustment needs to be revised with PCA. The Itasca SWCD is the lead on the project now and will be working with the DNR and PCA.  The project will be on-line in June. The Conservation Apprentices will be starting work the 31st of May.  

Water Summit The Water Summit will be held May 20th. Don Shelby is the Keynote Speaker with the event being held at ICC and the KAXE Rotary Tent/Library areas. The Water Plan Implementation Committee will have a booth at ICC and Loucks will be doing presentations with the Enviroscape Model at the KAXE site. 

FORESTRY/SHORELAND 
 
NSBI Grant Amendment The NSBI Grant has received approval for an additional $3500 in pass thru funds. There has also been a request to extend the grant to September 30, 2011. 

Ecosystem Silviculture Certificate Course Series A motion by Lovdahl, second by Lauber to approve the Ecosystem Silverculture Certificate Course Series for Gustafson and Arens from August 2011- September 2012. Affirmative, All. Motion carried.

Native Tree and Plant Sale Update  The Native Tree and Plant Sale is going well with 173 orders received so far. The pick-up dates will be May 19 and 20th from 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. both days. There will be extra stock for sale during the pick-up dates. 

  ADMINISTRATION

Envirothon Update The Envirothon went well this year with Trek North taking first place, Park Rapids second, and Grand Rapids third place.  The State Envirothon will be held May 16 at Spirit Mountain. 

Resolutions Meeting June 3, 2011 Bemidji Supervisors Lovdahl, Lauber, Isaacs, and Simons will be attending the N.C. Area VIII MASWCD Resolutions meeting on June 3. Staff Loucks will also attend.

Adopt- A- River  A motion by Simons, second by Lovdahl to approve the purchase of food for the Adopt-A-River held May 12 at the Veterans Park starting at 9:00 a.m. Affirmative, All. Motion carried.

Requested Use of Native Plant Sale Mailing List by IWLP Water Summit  A motion by Lovdahl, second by Lauber to deny the use of the Native Tree and Plant Sale mailing list by IWLP. Affirmative, All. Motion carried. 

Leave for Loucks  A motion by Simons, second by Tillotson to approve annual leave for Loucks July 18-22.  Affirmative, All. Motion carried.

Dave Copeland, New Assistant State Conservationist (FO) for Area III in Duluth  the Itasca SWCD Board was pleased to hear of the newly hired Assistant State Conservationist (FO) for Area III in Duluth, Dave Copeland. The Itasca SWCD will extend an invitation to visit in the near future.

RAC  The two RAC grant proposals have been through the review process with the Tillys Creek ranked second out of about 11 projects for watershed improvements. The Jessie Lake Stormwater Management ranked lower but everything went well.  

JPB The JPB has offered the Engineering position to a gentleman from Clear Lake. He will start sometime in May. 

Executive Session  A motion by Lovdahl, second by Tillotson to adjourn into Executive Session at 10:00 a.m. Affirmative, All. Motion carried.

Next meeting date is Tuesday, April 5, 2011 at 9:00 a.m. 

A motion by Lovdahl, second by Simons, to Adjourn at 10:25 a.m.  Affirmative, All. Motion carried.






                                      _____________________________________
                                                                Secretary

