Itasca County

Water Plan Implementation Committee
Draft Minutes

11 August 2009
SWCD Office, Grand Rapids, MN

Chair Stephanie Kessler opened the meeting at 9:30 AM.  Other members present are Dick Lacher, Norley Hanson, Tom Ryan, Tom Boland, Don Simons, Robin Baker, and Dave Bachman.  Also present is Water Plan Coordinator Jim Gustafson, Noel Griese and SWCD intern Kim Slanga.
The agenda was agreed and the 9 June minutes were approved.
Jim briefed us on the various monitoring programs.  Under various grants, we are currently assessing 102 lakes and the ICC lab has been certified for Phosphorus and color.  Our intern Kim is working hard on getting all the data in the right format for PCA.  A well done to her.

Native Shoreland Buffer Incentives (NSBI) program survey is done.  Results soon.
The Jessie TMDL is nearing completion.  Wenk has the modeling done and is doing the Loads now.  Draft perhaps in Sep/Oct?  SWCD/PCA review then to EPA.

Dick updated us on the Big Fork River Watch.  A new teacher is being trained to take over from Gary Miles who has coordinated the program at Big Fork HS for 14 years.  Her name is Robin Heinle and we welcome her aboard.

Jim updated us on the Enbridge pipeline project.  They were denied their first option which got their attention.  They will now most likely meet the 5 conditions that were set.

The County fair is 19-23 August.  SWCD will usually cover weekdays but we will need to augment, particularly on the weekends and late afternoons.  The fish tanks are done and we will get some signs from Pepsi.
The Herald Review had an article on a Commercial site that has some bad info in it.  An article correcting the errors will be written.

In our review of the Water Plan it was noted that we have covered all of our priority issues.
The next meeting is Wednesday 14 Oct. at 9:30 AM in the SWCD office.
Meeting adjourned at 10:45AM.
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   Secretary

