Itasca County

Water Plan Implementation Committee
Draft Minutes

12 April 2011
SWCD Conference Room, Grand Rapids, MN

Chair Tom Boland opened the meeting at 9:30 AM.  Other members present are Dick Lacher, Don Simons, Tom Ryan, Karen Senger, Norm Miranda and Steph Kessler.  Also present is Water Plan Coordinator Jim Gustafson, Beth Kluthe from the Dept. of Health and guest Barb Ryan.
The chair made introductions and reminded us to fill out the vouchers.
The agenda was agreed and the previous meeting minutes of 15 February were approved.
Beth then gave us a presentation on the Wellhead protection and Drinking water protection.  She focused on Itasca County and gave an excellent program.  DOH has responsibility for only the testing of public water sources, not private wells.  The do have programs for the drilling and sealing of private wells.  Jim mentioned that we are going to be offering tests of private wells at the fair this year and Dick mentioned that both are covered in our water plan.  Beth spent some time on the complicated process to determine wellhead protection.  Much of this data is available on the DOH web site. http://www.health.state.mn.us/macros/topics/environment.html 

Jim briefed us on the various monitoring programs.  We are getting two conservation volunteers this year.  The rest of the monitoring plan is proceeding as planned.  The Natural Shoreland Buffer Incentives (NSBI) grant and Deer and Pokegama lake diagnostic study is also on schedule.
We then moved to the Water Plan priority issues.  It was suggested that Jim use WPIC members to assist on pitches to local groups.  We again raised the prospect of engaging the schools.  It was mentioned by several, that HS’s are a difficult issue.  Hard to get time, but lower grades might be easier.  Dick did mention that he interacts with two HS 4 times a year on his monitoring program.  Maybe use some posters?  Steph suggested that we devote more time on the Education part of our priority concerns during the next two meetings.  There was consensus on this.  
The next meeting dates are: 14 June, 9 August, 11 October and 13 December.  All are in the SWCD conference room.  
Meeting was adjourned at 11:25 AM.
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