Itasca County

Water Plan Implementation Committee

12 December, 2008
SWCD Office, Grand Rapids, MN

Chair Stephanie Kessler opened the meeting at 9:30 AM.  Other members present are Tom Boland, Tom Ryan, and Karen Senger.  Also present is Water Plan Coordinator Jim Gustafson and guests Barb Ryan.
The agenda was agreed.

Kessler updated us on her conversation with Pokegama Lake association’s president regarding the causeway. Aaron Alto suggested that the best way to help would be monitoring assistance. Jim suggested talking to ICC for testing and testing immediately after a rain event to see if quality is lower when/if runoff is increased. Jim also suggested using the Bio-Star product. Kessler will forward the information. 

Jim updated us on the MPCA monitoring grant. Half the monitoring is done and going to ICC for lab analysis. He said they are applying for a SWAG (Surface Water Assessment Grant) and plan to use the ICC lab and MCC crews.

Tom Boland informed us that Scenic State Park is planning a winter activity day in February. He will keep us updated if we should send a representative or have materials present.

Kessler updated us on the NSBI grant. The county has applied and plans do a KAP (Knowledge and Perception) study to interview lake owners to assess why they don’t implement a buffer zone on their shoreland. WPIC members may be involved in this aspect of the project.

Jim updated us on Jessie Lake. The consultants are writing the TMDL secondary level. The goal is to have the study be done by the end of 2009.

The next meeting is February 10 at 9:30AM in the SWCD office.
Meeting adjourned at 10:45 AM.

Submitted by Stephanie Kessler, Chair
Serving as Secretary in place of R.G. Lacher
