Itasca County

Water Plan Implementation Committee
Meeting Minutes
15 December 2009
SWCD Office, Grand Rapids, MN

Chair Stephanie Kessler opened the meeting at 9:30 AM.  Other members present are Norley Hanson, Tom Ryan, Karen Senger, Robin Baker, Wes Libbey, Don Simons, and Dave Bachman.  Also present is Water Plan Coordinator Jim Gustafson and Noel Griese.
The agenda was motioned for approval by Simons, seconded by Hanson, motion passed. The October meeting minutes were motioned for approval by Bachman, seconded by Senger, motion passed
Jim briefly reviewed the monitoring programs, stating that all lakes scheduled for monitoring were accomplished over the summer.  
The Native Shoreland Buffer Incentives (NSBI) program had a “Celebrate Your Lake” meeting in Marcell on December 9. The purpose was to invite the surveyed lake participants and inform them of the survey results as well as brainstorm on ideas for implementing buffers on the lakes. The event was reported to be well attended.
The Clean Water Partnership grant on Deer and Pokegama lakes was talked about by Noel. It will be an in-depth monitoring of the two lakes to study inflows, chemistry and more. Details on the lake associations’ involvement is being discussed. The three year grant is scheduled to begin in 2010.

The SWAG for the Bigfork Watershed was submitted with 108 lakes included. Then Gustafson presented a short, informative power point on the Itasca Water Legacy Partnership.
In our review of the Water Plan it was noted that 2010 will be the 20 year anniversary of lake monitoring. We discussed various ideas including: contacting KAXE for regular updates, branding the County’s water resources, using an MPCA PR person to help promote the County’s successes, and developing a PR piece for the newspaper and fair. No official action on these ideas took place.

We set the 2010 schedule: 2/16, 4/13, 6/8, 8/10, 10/12, and 12/14. The next meeting is Tuesday February 16 at 9:30am, SWCD office. Meeting adjourned at 10:50am.
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Stephanie Kessler. Chair, in the Secretary’s absence
