Itasca County

Water Plan Implementation Committee

Draft Minutes

14 June 2011
SWCD Conference Room, Grand Rapids, MN

Acting Chair Don Simons opened the meeting at 9:30 AM.  Other members present are Dick Lacher, Tom Ryan, Karen Senger, Norm Miranda, Dave Bachman and Norley Hansen.  Also present is Water Plan Coordinator Jim Gustafson.
The chair made introductions and reminded us to fill out the vouchers.
The agenda was agreed and the previous meeting minutes of 12 April were approved.
Jim briefed us on the various monitoring programs.  The SWAG II grant is going well.  We are continuing to work on the MPCA priorities on 5 sites in the Big Fork River watershed.  MPCA is doing macro work.  The OBWell program, a contract with the State to measure ground water recharge in shallow wells is continuing.  Jim observed a very rapid recharge in one of the wells.  Our long term study of 20 lakes for 10 years has completed 8 years.  This is a contract for service with the DNR and is a study to look for impacts of weather cycles on the lakes.  Some question of funding in light of current budget issues.

The Native Shoreland Buffer Incentives (NSBI) grant also might be affected by budget issues.  
The Deer and Pokegama lake diagnostic study is also on schedule but is proving to be challenging, primarily due to logistics, ice problems and the fact that this is a first for this type of project.  Very good update by Jim.
The Water Summit went well.  They had 190 attendees, 17 speakers and about 100 attendees at the evening events.  Stephanie Kessler did a fine job organizing the event.

Jim updated us on the on-going issue with turbidity in Forest Lake.  The lake did turn over and appears to have no health issues but he is working with the City on a monitoring plan.

Dick then explained his contact with the Northern Lights school in Warba and their desire to start a monitoring program.  Minnesota Waters can help with this but will need to be paid as we no longer have a contract to do for free.  After discussion, Dick moved to give them $500 from the Environmental fund.  Norm seconded and the motion passed unanimously.   Dick will help them to get a matching grant with the County.  Dick, Jim and Noel’s time could be used for in kind and also, Jim has some equipment available.

We then moved to the Water Plan priority issues.  Jim reviewed and it was noted that the effort with Northern Lights is fitting well with our plan to engage the schools.  The water summit and Forest lake issue also fit into the priority issues.
For our next meeting, Jim will give advance notice to come prepared to help with the County Fair.
The next meeting dates are:  9 August, 11 October and 13 December.  All are in the SWCD conference room.  
Meeting was adjourned at 10:45 AM.
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