Itasca County

Water Plan Implementation Committee

16 February 2010
SWCD Office, Grand Rapids, MN

Chair Stephanie Kessler opened the meeting at 9:40 AM.  Other members present are Don Simons and Stan Grunewald.  Also present is Water Plan Coordinator Jim Gustafson and guest Shirley Nordrum with UM Extension.
The agenda was agreed upon, and the reading of the December minutes and election of officers were tabled until the April meeting.

Jim reviewed the SWAG and CWP projects (Deer and Pokegama). The CWP work plan details are being resolved.
The Chair briefly reviewed the NBSI grant. It was agreed that Mary Blickenderfer should be invited to attend the April meeting to update us on the implementation stage of the grant.  
Shirley Nordrum gave an overview of what services she can provide to native and non-native people. She suggested we research the Public Facilities Authority and that we complete an online survey regarding the new tax funds and how they are spent (link: wrc.umn.edu and complete the “MN and their water” survey). We discussed her involvement with Team Up for Green and the Children’s Fair in April, in addition to using her mound system model at the County Fair. She agreed to come to our April meeting with a formal presentation on her services and ideas for funding new systems.

We stated that the annual report due to the County Board will be completed by Chair Kessler and Coordinator Gustafson.
We reviewed the current WPIC by-laws. We made some changes: mainly to report annually (rather than quarterly) to the County Board and to have each County Commissioner delegate a representative (rather than be required to live in the district). The by-laws were approved but will be reviewed again in April when a quorum is present.

There was consent to invite ICOLA, the Environmental Offices, the Planning Commission, and others to our April meeting since we will likely have two speakers with information pertinent to them all.  
The next meeting will be April 13 at 9:30 AM at the DNR area office (1201 E Hwy 2) in the meeting room just upstairs from the main entrance.
Meeting adjourned at 11:02 AM.
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Stephanie Kessler, Chair, in the Secretary’s absence

