Itasca County

Water Plan Implementation Committee

21 October, 2008
SWCD Office, Grand Rapids, MN

Chair Stephanie Kessler opened the meeting at 9:30 AM.  Other members present are Secretary Dick Lacher, Tom Ryan, Norley Hansen, Dave Bachman, Duane Ranger and Wes Libbey.  Also present is Noel Griese, SWCD staff.
The agenda was agreed.  The minutes of the 5 August meeting were approved.
Norley reported on the City of Cohasset on the well abandonment issue.  We will wait a bit longer before we draft a letter to the editor from WPIC as discussed at the August meeting.

The Shoreland Workshop offered grants for buffers on shoreland.  Small grants and not for us.

Noel reported on the IWLP monitoring.  144 lakes are ½ done and it is going well.  Dick reported briefly on the Bear lake meeting.  Positive interaction.  
Noel reported that SWCD is moving ahead on a SWAG grant from PCA.  Dick will help with input for Minnesota Waters.  We will seek help from Minnesota Conservation Corps with monitoring.
On the Jesse Lake TMDL, Wenk Engineering is almost ready to go.

Effie is getting close to implementing their waste water treatment facility.

Wes wanted to know if we wanted to support the Constitutional Amendment.  It was agreed there is not enough time.  There is an issue with the Pokegama causeway.  Will investigate if we need to address.
Dave reported on Canisteo pit issue.  Have the $3.5M but no clear resolution to a solution.
The next meeting is 16 December at 9:30 AM in the SWCD office.
Meeting adjourned at 11:10AM.
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   R.G. Lacher

   Secretary
Norley is getting no cooperation from the City of Cohasset on the well abandonment issue.  After discussion, it was agreed to go the education route vice the enforcement route.  We will 

